Metastasis to the jaws as a first manifestation of hepatocellular carcinoma: report of a case and analysis of 41 cases.
Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is one of the most common malignancies worldwide. Local metastasis is common but metastasis to the jaw is rare with 40 reported cases in the English language literature. We describe a case of a 54-year-old man who, for the past two months, had noticed a rapidly growing facial mass in the posterior mandibular area. The patient was known to be a hepatitis C virus carrier and suffered from liver cirrhosis but the presence of HCC was unknown. The English language literature was searched for documented cases of HCC metastasis to the jaw, applicable data was evaluated. The literature analysis revealed 41 reported cases (including the present case). In most cases (81%) the jaw lesion was the only known metastasis at the time of HCC diagnosis. Clinical presentation occurred up to 2 years before discovery of the jaw metastasis. Patients with HCC jaw metastasis have a poor survival rate with an average of 6.1 months between diagnosis and death. This study shows that an isolated jaw mass may be the initial presentation of HCC and therefore must be considered in the differential diagnosis, especially in the presence of known liver cirrhosis or chronic viral hepatitis.